alt.support.girl-lovers                       2nd September 2001
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
                                             Last: 15th July 2001



           ,,,,,
         /)))))))\
        ((((((((((\
       ((_  _  )))))
       ))e) e ((((((
      (((<     ))))))
         \~     .-'-.
          '--.(                          88
                                         88
  ,adPPYYba,   ,adPPYba,    ,adPPYb,d8   88
  ""     'Y8   I8[    ""   a8"    'Y88   88
  ,adPPPPP88   '"Y8ba,     8b       88   88
  88,    ,88   aa    ]8I   "8a,   ,d88   88
  'YYYYbbd8"   '"YbbdP"'    '"YbbdP"Y8   88
                            aa,    ,88
                             "Y8bbdP


    [ Hi all - hope you had a good summer.  ASGL is now back again,
      for what it's worth - very few emails came in over the summer
      break. ]



 'bluecrow' writes
 ------------------------------------------------------------------
 Hi,

 What has happened to the mailing list ? I haven't received any
 ASGL mailings for many weeks now, so I wonder what's going on.
 Is the stop due to technical problems, did Ianthe disappear
 for holidays? I hope it's nothing serious with you.

 Best regards

 ' bluecrow '
 ------------------------------------------------------------------


      [ Nothing serious, just a slight memory problem you have
        there... :]

 >    [ ASGL-L will be taking its customary summer holiday
 >      from now until the end of August.  You can find
 >      ASGL-L archives 1996-2001 at:  http://go.to/asgl  or
 >      http://www.callnetuk.com/home/papageno/asgl/index.html
 >      Many thanks to Bandersnatch for maintaining this! :)  ]





 'Ian' writes:
 -------------------------------------------------------------------

 Hello everyone :)

 I heard that Open Forum is a sexuality journal from Greece
 sometimes dealing with issues of interest; can someone please
 inform if they are still around and what the contacts are for it?

   [ Try looking on - http://www.ipce.org/ ]

 Anyone love the new Fox Family Channel show States of Grace as
 much as me?  You know it's nice to see a positive feel good show
 with a girl especially when it centers on 2 cute girls! I wish
 they made a new show every or every other week; it sucks that
 after like 2 or 2 1/2 months only they will air the season
 finally on next Monday! :(

 At least there are 2 reruns I can watch that I haven't seen...

 Talk to you all later,

 'Ian'
 --------------------------------------------------------------------




 --
 ASGL-L
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    [ Press-cuttings round up ]


 * UK: _Age of consent should reflect real life, says judge_
 * UK: _Sex offender register will double_
 * UK: _Home Office to try to criminalise Net 'meetings'_
 * UK: _Bristol quizzed over abuse files_
 * UK: _Sex offenders list left in supermarket car park_
 * UK: _Therapists face abuse crackdown_

 * Germany: _Chancellor faces criticism over comments on sex offenders_
 * USA: _ACLU wins ruling in censorship case_
 * Canada: _No evidence of alleged pedophile 'ring', police say_
 * Brazil: State officials raid fashion model changing room
 * USA: _Man jailed for writings loses appeal_

 Statistics: _Not All Fathers Are Child Molesters_
 Academic & book notes




 UK:
 -----------------------------------------------------

 _Age of consent should reflect real life, says judge_

 27th July 2001

 The age of consent to sexual intercourse should be
 changed by Parliament in order that it keep in
 touch with society, one of the country's most
 senior judges said yesterday.

 Lord Millett was on a panel of five law lords
 which allowed an appeal by a 26-year-old man
 against a conviction for indecent assault of a
 14-year-old girl after he said he thought she was
 16.  The man has no criminal record.

 The man's appeal was allowed by the judges even
 though Lord Millett said to do so was to deny the
 intention of Parliament and would reduce the law
 to "incoherence".

 They did so because inconsistencies in the
 defences allowed to men in his position meant that
 decisions to stick to the letter of the law could
 lead to injustice.

 But Lord Millett, in his judgment, went further by
 implying he thought the whole law of consent
 should be reconsidered.

 He said: "The age of consent has long ceased to
 reflect ordinary life, and in this respect
 Parliament has signally failed to discharge its
 responsibility for keeping the criminal law in
 touch with the needs of society."

 In the case itself, the girl had willingly
 consented to sex.  The man, known only by the
 initial "K", told police that she had told him she
 was 16 and he had no reason to disbelieve her.

 The judge hearing the case at Chichester Crown
 Court made a preliminary ruling that he should be
 acquitted unless the prosecution could prove he
 did not honestly believe that to be the case.
 This ruling was overturned by the Appeal Court.

 But in the House of Lords, five judges headed by
 Lord Bingham, the senior law lord, agreed that the
 man should be acquitted if he honestly believed
 the girl was 16 or over.

 That in itself amounts to a redefinition of the
 law, bringing it more closely in line with current
 prosecution practice.

 Lord Bingham said: "The rule of law is not well
 served if a crime is defined in terms wide enough
 to cover conduct which is not regarded as criminal
 and it is then left to the prosecuting authorities
 to exercise a blanket discretion not to prosecute
 to avoid injustice."

 He stressed that "Parliament is sovereign and has
 the responsibility to decide where the boundaries
 of criminal activity should be drawn".

 Lord Bingham also pointed out that although some
 instances of indecent assault might be relatively
 minor, "others may be scarcely less serious than
 rape itself".

 For that reason, the mental element in the offence
 "should be defined with extreme care and
 precision".

 He emphasised that nothing he said had any bearing
 on a case in which the victim did not give
 consent.

 The case came before the highest court in the land
 because the Sexual Offences Act 1956 does not
 provide a specific defence for a man who believes
 the person he has indecently assaulted is over the
 age of consent.

 Instead, it provides a defence for a man who
 indecently assaults his wife, having mistakenly
 believed she was 16 or over when he "married" her.
 The provision dates back to before 1929, when
 girls could be married at the age of 12.

 Lord Millett pointed out that a "married" man had
 to prove that his belief in the girl's age was
 reasonable to take advantage of this defence.  An
 unmarried man need only prove his belief was
 honest.

 It was in this context that he criticised
 Parliament for allowing "grotesque"
 inconsistencies to remain part of the sexual
 offences law.

 He said the situation had been brought about by
 the piecemeal introduction of various elements of
 the Act, coupled with Parliament's persistent
 failure to rationalise this branch of the law -
 even to the extent of removing "absurdities" that
 the courts had identified.

 Lord Millett said he allowed the appeal "without
 reluctance but with some misgiving, for I have
 little doubt that we shall be failing to give
 effect to the intention of Parliament".

 But, he added: "Injustice is too high a price to
 pay for consistency", saying that Parliament had
 persistently failed to rationalise the law of
 consent.

 --


 Full legal account:

 Crown had to prove lack of honest belief that
 complainant was aged 16 or over Regina v K ([2001]
 UKHL 41) House of Lords (Lord Bingham of Cornhill,
 Lord Nicholls of Birkenhead, Lord Steyn, Lord
 Hobhouse of Woodborough, Lord Millett) 25 July
 2001

 UNLESS IT was shown to be excluded by express
 words or necessary implication, guilty knowledge
 was an essential ingredient of a statutory
 offence, and there was no express exclusion of the
 need to prove absence of genuine belief on the
 part of a defendant as to the age of an under age
 victim either in section 14 or elsewhere in the
 Sexual Offences Act 1956.

 The House of Lords allowed the defendant's appeal
 against a decision of the Court of Appeal that the
 Crown did not have to prove, on a charge under
 section 14 of the Sexual Offences Act 1956, the
 defendant's lack of an honest belief that the
 complainant was aged over 16.

 The defendant, a man of good character aged 26,
 was indicted on a single count of indecent assault
 on a girl under 16, contrary to section 14(1) of
 the Sexual Offences Act 1956.  His defence was to
 be that the sexual activity between him and the
 complainant was consensual, that although she was
 actually aged 14 she had told him she was 16, and
 that he had had no reason to disbelieve her.

 Before the trial a preliminary issue was raised,
 namely whether to establish the defendant's guilt
 under section 14(1), the prosecution had to prove
 that at the time of the incident he did not
 honestly believe that the complainant was 16 or
 over.  The judge ruled in the defendant's favour,
 and the Crown appealed against his ruling under
 section 35 of the Criminal Procedure and
 Investigations Act 1966.  The Court of Appeal
 allowed the appeal, and certified the following
 point of law of general public importance: "(a) Is
 a defendant entitled to be acquitted of the
 offence of indecent assault on a complainant under
 the age of 16 years, contrary to section 14(1) of
 the Sexual Offences Act 1956, if he may hold an
 honest belief that the complainant in question was
 aged 16 years or over?  (b) If yes, must the
 belief be held on reasonable grounds?"  Leave to
 appeal was refused by the Court of Appeal but was
 granted by their Lordships.

 David Fisher QC and Irena Ray-Crosby (Marsh
 Ferriman &Cheale) for the defendant; Anthony
 Scrivener QC and Anthony Heaton-Armstrong (Crown
 Prosecution Service) for the Crown.

 Lord Bingham said, applying the decision of the
 House of Lords in B (a minor) v Director of Public
 Prosecutions [2000] 1 All ER 833, that guilty
 knowledge was an essential ingredient of a
 statutory offence unless it was shown to be
 excluded by express words or necessary
 implication, and that neither in section 14 nor
 elsewhere in the 1956 Act was there any express
 exclusion of the need to prove absence of genuine
 belief on the part of a defendant as to the age of
 an under-age victim.  The first question should
 therefore be answered in the affirmative, and it
 was common ground that the second question should
 be answered in the negative.

 That had, however, no bearing on a case in which
 the victim did not in fact consent.  Whilst
 section 14(2) provided that a girl under the age
 of 16 could not in law give any consent which
 would prevent an act being an assault, she might
 in fact (although not in law) consent.  If it was
 shown that she did not consent, and that the
 defendant did not genuinely believe that she
 consented, any belief by the defendant concerning
 her age was irrelevant, since her age was only
 relevant to her capacity to consent.  While a
 defendant's belief need not be reasonable provided
 it was honest and genuine, the reasonableness or
 unreasonableness of the belief was by no means
 irrelevant.  The more unreasonable the belief, the
 less likely it was to be accepted as genuine.

 --------------------------------------------------




 UK:
 --------------------------------------------------

 _Sex offender register will double_

 July 29th 2001

 The sex offenders' register, which contains the
 addresses of 15,000 criminals, is to be doubled in
 size.

 The Home Office is to announce new offences which
 will mean automatic entry on the register.
 Officials will carry out regular checks of
 offenders' addresses after fears were raised that
 information on the register, set up in 1997, is
 out of date.

 People convicted of murder, kidnapping, false
 imprisonment or malicious wounding will be
 included on the register if a sexual motive for
 the crime is part of the case against them.  This
 will mean that thousands more people will be added
 to the register and that more people will be put
 on it for life rather than just a few years.

 It will also include British citizens who are
 alleged to have committed sex offences abroad and
 then come back to Britain to live.  At present,
 about 4,000 people a year are added to the
 register, which is used by police, social workers
 and the probation service to track the location of
 paedophiles and sex offenders.

 People on the register, who have been convicted of
 rape, child sex abuse or sexual assault, have to
 give their home address and keep in regular
 contact with the authorities.  The Home Office
 said they would announce a consultation on the
 proposed changes and would ask the public how they
 thought the register should work.

 The Government is acting after critics said a
 series of high-profile cases had undermined the
 way the register works.

 In February, five members of an international
 paedophile ring known as the Wonderland Club were
 registered for only seven years.

 --------------------------------------------------




 UK:
 --------------------------------------------------

 _Home Office to try to criminalise Net 'meetings'_

 20th July 2001

 New laws will make it a criminal offence for Net
 users to arrange to meet a child offline.

 The home secretary has accepted recommendations
 made by the Home Office Internet taskforce to make
 it a criminal offence for someone to meet a child
 offline.

 The new law would be backed only by a civil order.
 "To merit a criminal offence, the adult would need
 to attend a meeting, or make a physical effort to
 attempt a meeting with a child," said a Home
 Office spokesman.

 The new provisions, recommended at the second
 meeting of the Taskforce on Child Protection on
 the Internet on Thursday, would apply offline as
 well as online, and could potentially be used
 against those making contact with children by
 meeting them in a park or in shops.

 The Indecency with Children Act 1960 is currently
 the most relevant piece of UK legislation for
 dealing with paedophile chat on the Web, under the
 category of "incitement" to commit a sexual
 offence.  But a successful prosecution would have
 to show that there was an "act of gross indecency"
 which the child was being encouraged to
 participate in, making it impossible to charge
 someone with general sexual intent.

 Liberal Democrat MP Paul Burstow, who sits on the
 criminal law taskforce sub-committee, explained
 "It's criminalising the attempt to have a meeting,
 if this can be proven through evidence of online
 conversations."

 But legal expert Yaman Akdeniz, director of
 Cyber-Rights and Cyber-Liberties, argues that
 within basic principles of British criminal law,
 "attempts" cannot be criminalised.  "An act needs
 to be more than preparatory -- just meeting
 someone is not enough in my view."  He points out
 the difficulty in defining terms such as
 "predatory behaviour" in legal terms.  "The adult
 might be living in a fantasy world -- there is no
 way of proving that they genuinely intend to meet
 the child, or abuse them."

 Burstow admits that a current lack of police
 competence in collecting digital evidence could
 hinder the practical success of the new law.  "The
 state can only go so far in terms of
 legislating... we need to look forward to the
 technical side of this, and ensure that we have a
 mechanism that everyone understands, regardless of
 the kind of chat being used, to ensure that
 evidence can be collected," he explained.

 Roland Perry, director of public policy at the
 London Internet Exchange, sits on the police
 training sub-committee, and agrees that the number
 of forensic computing specialists within the
 police service are thin on the ground.  He reveals
 that new initiatives by the National High-Tech
 Crime Unit will only be deploying two police
 officers with specialist IT training to each
 county.  "At the moment we are in a vacuum, where
 although we do have specially trained units, there
 may not be a wide enough computer awareness
 amongst officers," he admitted.

 Home secretary David Blunkett will be consulting
 these proposals over the summer, although at this
 stage it is unclear which Act the new laws could
 be incorporated into.

 --------------------------------------------------




 UK:
 --------------------------------------------------

 _Bristol quizzed over abuse files_

 7th September 2001_

 Bristol University could face criminal prosecution
 and compensation claims under the 1998 Data
 Protection Act after it sold a computer containing
 confidential police files on child abuse victims
 and alleged perpetrators.  The files contained
 names and addresses.  Journalists have already
 tracked down those named.  The error was
 discovered when the purchaser checked the hard
 disk.

 Jonathan Bamford, assistant commissioner with the
 Information Commissioner, whose job it is to
 enforce the act, said: "We are making inquiries
 into what has happened at Bristol - although we
 have received no formal complaint."

 He said that if the university was judged to be
 the data controller, it had a duty under the act
 to keep the material secure and could face
 prosecution if it did not improve its procedures.

 Mr Bamford also said that the act gave strong
 powers to individuals damaged by the release of
 confidential information to claim compensation.

 "Just imagine a situation where the names of
 alleged perpetrators got into the hands of the
 News of the World.  Their publication could have
 serious consequences for individuals whose claims
 would then be high," he said.  The university said
 this week: "An old computer was lent to a
 postgraduate student and part-time tutor, who
 apparently sold it in 1999 without authorisation.
 At the time the loan was made, it was not known
 that the computer's hard disk contained
 confidential information that had been used in a
 research project conducted in 1997-98." The
 university said that its policy that all personal
 and sensitive data should be removed from any
 computer disposed of had been breached.

 It added: "This is a matter of great concern and
 the university is urgently reviewing procedures to
 prevent anything similar happening again."

 A spokeswoman for Avon and Somerset Constabulary,
 the source of some of the data, said that when
 they handed over the material, the force complied
 fully with the 1984 Data Protection Act then in
 force.  "A full inquiry with all parties concerned
 is under way to see how this occurred," she said.

 Joan Orme, professor of social work at Glasgow
 University and chair of the joint university
 council social work and education committee, said
 researchers needed to be prepared to explore
 research methods that made the release of names
 unnecessary.

 --------------------------------------------------
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 --------------------------------------------------

 _Sex offenders list left in supermarket car park_

 12th August 2001

 POLICE launched an inquiry yesterday into how a
 confidential list of more than 200 sex offenders
 was left in a car park.

 The document was handed to The Sunday Times after
 being found wrapped in a newspaper in a Tesco's
 car park in Lincoln.  Lincolnshire police
 confirmed that the list - marked "for police use
 only" - was a genuine register of sex offenders
 for the county.

 The register lists the names of 204 offenders,
 together with their addresses and dates of birth.
 It also lists the date they are due to be removed
 from the register with many marked "99.99.99" to
 indicate they will remain on the list for life.

 The bound document was compiled by the sexual
 offender registrar at the criminal justice
 information department of Lincolnshire police.
 Chief Superintendent Peter Davies, of Lincolnshire
 police, said a full inquiry had been ordered into
 the security breach.

 The Sunday Times has handed the document back to
 Lincolnshire police.

 --------------------------------------------------




 UK:
 --------------------------------------------------

 _Therapists face abuse crackdown_

 2nd September 2001

 A crackdown is to be launched against counsellors
 and therapists after cases of abuse.

 The British Association of Counselling and
 Psychotherapy (BACP) will bring in new rules this
 week, including striking members off its list, in
 an attempt to introduce regulation as tight as
 that in nursing and medicine.

 'Unacceptable situations occur and we need to make
 it as unlikely in the future as we humanly can
 that abuse will take place,' said BACP spokesman
 Philip Hodson.

 In future, the 20,000 members of the BACP will
 have to comply with a string of requirements
 similar to those imposed upon doctors and nurses.
 They include being supervised by fellow
 professionals and 'ceasing to work when unfit,
 overstressed or intoxicated'.

 But Hodson warned: 'We still need legislation to
 regulate the entire field of counselling and
 therapy properly.  It should be an offence to
 practise as a counsellor or therapist if you are
 not properly qualified.

 Regulation is made more difficult because there
 are almost 400 forms of 'talking treatment' from
 psychoanalysis to hypnotherapy.  Those who use it
 are considered especially likely to be vulnerable
 to suggestion, and many have blamed therapists for
 promoting false allegations of child abuse.

 Popan, a support organisation for people abused by
 health workers, receives more than 500 complaints
 each year; 85 per cent of its clients are women.

 Director Frances Blunden said: 'Many callers are
 distressed that there is no legal requirement for
 psychotherapists, counsellors and psychologists to
 be trained or registered before they can practise.
 We have encountered examples of professionals who
 consciously and intentionally target vulnerable
 clients and patients.'

 --------------------------------------------------




 Germany:
 --------------------------------------------------

 _German Chancellor faces criticism over comments
 on sex offenders_

 17th July 2001

 Germany's Chancellor, Gerhard Schroder of the SPD,
 the governing socialist party, has been criticised
 for his comments that paedophiles should be locked
 up permanently.  Green party politician
 Hans-Christian Strobele believes Mr Schroder to be
 wrong.  Additionally, a member of Mr Schroder's
 SPD party spoke out against lengthening the
 sentence for the crime.

 --------------------------------------------------





 USA:
 --------------------------------------------------

 _ACLU wins ruling in censorship case_

 24th August 2001

 MONTPELIER - The American Civil Liberties Union of
 Vermont has won a small battle in its effort to
 overturn a law designed to ban transmission of
 child pornography.

 The ACLU, joined by the American Booksellers
 Foundation for Free Expression, sued the state in
 February.  They said the law gave Vermont
 authorities broad powers to censor anything deemed
 offensive to minors.

 The Legislature tinkered with the law in the
 waning days of its session this year.  The ACLU
 claimed the changes didn't go far enough.

 U. S. District Court Judge J. Garvan Murtha has
 ruled in the ACLU's favor, saying if the law is
 unconstitutional, the Legislature's amendments
 wouldn't be enough to make a difference.

 The court has yet to decide the merits of the
 case, to explore whether the original law is
 constitutional, but ACLU director Benson Scotch
 said Murtha's ruling is meaningful.

 "I think what the court is saying is the attempt
 to fix it, didn't fix it," Scotch said.

 The ruling was handed down Aug. 8.  Scotch
 disclosed its findings this week.

 The law in effect gives Vermont 50-state
 jurisdiction over material on any computer
 anywhere that has material deemed to be offensive
 to minors.

 The law makes exceptions for law enforcement and
 other officials such as social workers or
 physicians, to possess and transmit images of
 children for professional purposes.

 --------------------------------------------------





 Canada:
 --------------------------------------------------

 _No evidence of alleged pedophile 'ring', police say_

 August 23rd 2001

 A four-year investigation has concluded there is
 no truth to allegations a pedophile ring operated
 for decades in Cornwall, eastern Ontario.

 The investigation, Project Truth, that saw police
 interview 672 people and identify 69 complainants.
 Some of the allegations harked back to the 1960s.

 Police said yesterday there was no evidence the
 ring ever existed and that no further charges
 would be laid.

 "We've done a very thorough, very extensive
 investigation and we feel there's nothing more to
 be done, unless new information comes to light,"
 said Detective Jim Miller from provincial police
 headquarters in Orillia, Ont.

 Police said all information they received in the
 case had been investigated.

 "Investigators have also thoroughly reviewed and
 followed up on all information provided by ... a
 member of the Ontario legislature," a police
 release said.

 Det. Miller said police carefully investigated
 allegations "that certain people were trying to
 cover this up," and found no such conspiracy.

 ----------------------------------------------------





 Brazil:
 ----------------------------------------------------

 August 2001

 _State officials raid fashion model changing room_

 SINCE she became one of the world's most highly
 paid models, Gisele Bundchen has been to the
 Brazilian fashion industry what Pele is to
 football.

 Legions of young girls have taken to the catwalk
 or signed up for modelling school in the hope of
 following in the footsteps of the 21-year-old 6ft
 blonde from a small farming town in southern
 Brazil who was spotted by talent scouts in a Sao
 Paulo supermarket at 14.

 Last week, however, a judge in Rio de Janeiro
 shattered the dreams of many with a ruling that
 banned models under 18 from taking to the catwalk
 unless they could prove they were attending
 school.  The judge, Siro Darlan, dispatched court
 officials into changing rooms to carry out spot
 checks on models' identity cards.

 The results of the first raids found 80 out of
 more than 300 models taking part in the week of
 shows at the Barra da Tijuca shopping centre to
 be under age.  Only 20 could immediately prove
 that they were attending school.

 "The inspectors came into the changing rooms when
 we were getting undressed and started to tell
 those who were wearing transparent tops that
 minors could not parade dressed like this," said a
 tearful Mariana Marcki, 16, who was among 60
 models turned away.

 Fashion industry figures have reacted with anger
 to the ruling, calling it excessively zealous.
 Models forbidden from taking part in a show put on
 by the Maria Bonita label came onto the catwalk
 waving their identity cards to protest at the ban.

 Helios Passos, director of the Elite agency in
 Rio, accused the judge of being "out of touch"
 with the fashion world.  "We are not a
 prostitution agency, we have representatives all
 over the world," he said.  "The girls' careers
 peak at 16 and 17, so many forgo schooling.  But
 it's because they have a chance at non-academic
 success."

 Few could provide a better example than Bundchen,
 whose secondary education was cut short by her
 modelling career.  The daughter of German
 immigrants, she has been romantically linked with
 the actor Leonardo DiCaprio and is believed to
 earn 3m a year.

 "It's ridiculous that the judge should question
 the models for not going to school knowing that
 the quality of state education in Brazil is so
 dire and that so many children are forced to sell
 sweets in the streets," said Jacqueline de Biase,
 a designer.

 --------------------------------------------------




 Opinion:
 --------------------------------------------------

 Kiddie porn is the Timothy McVeigh of the sexual
 imagination: the only form of smut that has
 literally no defenders, not even among the most
 dedicated libertarians.  Perhaps snuff films (the
 boogieman of the early anti-porn movement) fall
 into a similar category, but there is little
 evidence that these actually exist.  Child
 pornography, on the other hand, certainly does
 exist, and the anonymity of cyberspace has made it
 ever more easily available.  There's no
 live-and-let-live attitude toward this material.
 If perverts get off on children, most people
 figure, they deserve to go to prison.  No measures
 - censorship, entrapment, life sentences - are too
 severe in fighting this awful thing.

 A recent prosecution takes that approach to its
 logical extreme - and it's a case, in several
 senses, of "be careful what you wish for."  On
 July 3rd, in Columbus, Ohio, a man named Brian
 Dalton was put in prison for writing down his
 sexual fantasies.  He'd written them in a secret
 journal.  There was no evidence that he'd acted
 them out.  He'd never even shown them to another
 person.  Dalton was already in trouble with the
 police, on probation for possessing obscene images
 of children; while searching his belongings, his
 probation officer uncovered a notebook in which
 Dalton had scribbled down sexual scenarios.  At
 first, the police assumed these were descriptions
 of real crimes, but it soon became clear that they
 were fictional.  Nonetheless, Dalton was charged
 with indulging in obscenity involving a minor, and
 got ten years in jail.

 The sentence itself isn't surprising, since judges
 always throw the book at probation violators in
 sex cases.  But the charge is utterly bizarre -
 and the implications far-reaching: if sexual
 fantasies, however grotesque, however "unhealthy,"
 can be made illegal, none of us are safe.

 It's important to understand the distinction here:
 if Dalton had been writing about adult subjects in
 his journal, his musings, however horrendous,
 would have been protected by the Bill of Rights.
 In 1984, a federal child protection act removed
 First Amendment protections from any material
 whatever that involved minors - and the courts
 have upheld that proviso.  In practice, this means
 that any vaguely suggestive photo of a minor may
 be deemed child porn by a prosecutor - a
 distinction that has proven malleable enough to
 include nude pictures taken by grandparents and
 family portraits by photographer Sally Mann.  But
 until now, "fantasy writing" has not been
 successfully prosecuted.  Now, it seems, the
 obscenity label has been extended beyond the realm
 of pictures and videos to that of words and
 thoughts, even those kept totally private.

 It's already cliche to point out that many great
 works of literature contain material that,
 according to the increasingly broad legal
 definition, would be considered kiddie porn.
 Nabokov's Lolita is the classic test case.  And
 indeed, Lolita - a book whose narrator has sex
 with his prepubescent stepdaughter - has been
 termed both a horror-show and a masterpiece.  But
 in light of the Dalton case, one might
 legitimately wonder if the novel's protective
 status as literature really holds up.  Whatever
 else it is (a moral satire, a cunning word game),
 the book is a turn-on.  Of course, being dead,
 Nabokov can't be prosecuted.  But since possession
 of kiddie porn has been deemed just as bad as
 manufacturing it, legally speaking, has every
 single copy of that book become child pornography?
 If not, why not?  What is the difference between
 Dalton's scribblings and Nabokov's?  Is it because
 one is a novel and the other a journal?  Because
 one man is a great public figure, the other a
 criminal suspect?  After all, each of them was
 writing fiction.

 History demonstrates that the nation's district
 attorneys cannot be relied on to be its literary
 critics.  But even if they could - even if
 Oklahoma police hadn't seized videotapes of the
 satirical German movie The Tin Drum because of a
 symbolic sex scene, even if the government didn't
 cry "kiddie porn" as an excuse to crack down on
 sexual minorities of all stripes - the Dalton case
 would still be troubling.

 The central issue here is the right to fantasize,
 to play with ideas, even if those ideas strike
 most people as revolting or dangerous.  An analogy
 that comes to mind here is the after-effects of
 Columbine, which provoked school authorities to
 impose a zero tolerance policy on anything that a
 teacher understands as a hint of violence, whether
 written, spoken, or drawn.  As a result, the last
 few years have witnessed an official reign of
 terror for any teenager who might be seen as
 deviant or dissident - and God help any bright kid
 with a twisted sense of humor.  I very much hope
 that their Orwellian racially-inflected experiment
 is not about to be projected onto the erotic
 imagination.  We need fantasy; we live by fantasy.
 Arguably, too, fantasizing about dark deeds keeps
 us from acting them out.  But even if such
 fantasies serve no therapeutic purpose, cracking
 down on private thoughts is a dangerous mistake.

 I doubt if legions of libertarians are presently
 en route to Columbus to demonstrate on behalf of a
 man who fantasizes about molesting kids, and
 frankly, that's a shame.  Because these questions
 are only going to grow blurrier and more troubling
 as time passes.  What about drawings or paintings
 of children and teens?

 Computer-created graphics that don't use any
 actual children as models?  Scientific or
 journalistic accounts?  If the police were to
 decide that these, too, have crossed the line from
 literary or journalistic use to masturbatory
 fantasies, then the Dalton precedent suggests that
 writers, publishers and readers could be
 prosecuted.  Even web readers.  If you clicked on
 this article you might now be identified as a child
 pornographer.  You protest: "but it was a serious
 discussion about sex, nothing bad!"  Ah, tell it
 to the jury.

 --

 July 25th 2001

 Civil libertarians are rallying behind a Columbus,
 Ohio, man who was sentenced to seven years in
 prison on pornography charges for writing his
 fantasies of molesting children in a private
 journal -- even though he did not disseminate the
 material.

 The fictitious stories that Brian Dalton, 22, a
 previously convicted child pornographer, wrote in
 his diary about three 10- and 11-year-old children
 caged in a basement were deemed so disturbing that
 most of them were not even read to the jurors who
 indicted him.

 Free speech advocates in Ohio and elsewhere say
 they, too, are appalled by Dalton's grotesque
 fantasies.  But they are hoping to prepare a
 constitutional challenge to the broadly worded
 state law that sent Dalton to prison earlier this
 month, because it covers not only photographs and
 other images of real children but the written
 expression of imagined thoughts involving
 fictional children.

 What's more, they said, there was never evidence
 that the material was intended for anything except
 Dalton's private use in the confines of his home.

 "It's really dangerous," said Raymond Vasvari,
 legal director of the American Civil Liberties
 Union of Ohio.  "These are the jottings of a man
 who kept his fantasies entirely to himself.  He
 didn't try to distribute them to anyone."

 First Amendment advocates concede that they face
 an uphill battle before they can challenge
 Dalton's conviction on constitutional grounds,
 because he must first successfully petition the
 court to allow him to change his guilty plea.

 Courts often are reluctant to allow plea reversals
 without compelling reasons such as proof of
 coercion or incompetent legal representation.
 Dalton's lawyer, Isabella Dixon, has said her
 client "felt it was in his best interest" to plead
 guilty, but she has not commented on what she
 advised him to do.

 If Dalton is allowed to change his plea, two key
 constitutional issues in obscenity law could be
 examined, civil libertarians said.

 The first is whether child pornography is limited
 to images or whether, as Ohio's pandering law
 asserts, it includes "any obscene material that
 has a minor as one of its participants or
 portrayed observers."  The Supreme Court has held
 that child pornography is limited to images, but
 it has agreed to hear arguments this fall about
 whether computer-generated images of children
 engaged in sex constitutes child pornography if no
 actual children are involved.

 Free-speech advocates said they also want to test
 whether child pornography is illegal if it is
 simply possessed without an intent to distribute.
 The Supreme Court has suggested that even private
 use of pornography should be prohibited when the
 need to protect children from pedophiles is of
 such overriding importance to society that it
 should be balanced against First Amendment rights.

 Vasvari said the arguments for Ohio's 1989 law
 banning possession of obscene material involving
 children are a throwback to a pornography standard
 abandoned more than 30 years ago.

 At that time, the Supreme Court moved away from
 the "bad tendency" theory, which held that the
 mere possession of obscene material incites the
 possessor to commit illegal sexual acts.  That
 standard was supplanted in 1969 by a legal test
 requiring that the obscene material present a
 clear and imminent danger to children.

 "For 30 years the bad-tendency concept has been
 dead, and this [the Dalton case] is an attempt to
 resuscitate it," Vasvari said.  "They want to
 punish people for what might happen and not what
 happened.  They are criminalizing a man's thoughts
 just because he got caught putting those thoughts
 into his private diary."

 Vasvari said he hopes Dalton decides to file a
 petition to withdraw his guilty plea.  He said the
 ACLU will follow the case closely and "if there's
 an opportunity to weigh in, we'll do it."

 Gary Daniels, spokesman for the National Coalition
 Against Censorship, said his New York-based group
 was also looking for an opportunity to help
 contest the Ohio law as overly broad.

 Daniels said the fundamental idea behind child
 pornography laws is to protect children.  Images
 of children engaged in sexual acts are regarded as
 proof that real -- not imagined -- children were
 abused, he said.

 "But what we're talking about here is a man who
 did not even attempt to disseminate his fantasies
 about fictional minors who came solely out of his
 imagination," Daniels said.  "To arrest, convict
 and sentence someone on that basis is straight out
 of the thought police.  It's an egregious
 violation of freedom of expression."

 --

 _Man jailed for writings loses appeal_

 5th September 2001

 COLUMBUS, Ohio -- A 22-year-old man sentenced to
 prison for writing about sexual fantasies
 involving children in his private journal has lost
 his appeal to change his guilty plea.

 Franklin County Common Pleas Court Judge Nodine
 Miller Tuesday dismissed Brian Dalton's argument
 that he believed he would be sentenced to
 treatment, not prison, when he pleaded guilty two
 months ago to pandering obscenity involving a
 minor.

 Benson Wolman, a spokesman for the American Civil
 Liberties Union of Ohio, said the ACLU contends
 that Dalton had a constitutional right to express
 his thoughts in a private journal, no matter how
 objectionable they might be.

 Wolman said the ACLU would appeal Judge Miller's
 decision, probably on grounds that Dalton received
 inadequate and inappropriate defense counseling in
 the plea negotiations.

 --------------------------------------------------------





 Statistics:
 --------------------------------------------------------

 _Don't Believe It: Not All Fathers Are Child Molesters_

 August 14th 2001

 ... Feminists should be ... deeply ashamed of how
 they have used this information [about incest].
 Feminists have attached the pain of children to a
 political agenda of their own.

 First, they greatly exaggerated the incidents of
 incest.  The prominent Catharine MacKinnon stated,
 "Some 4.5 percent of all women are victims of
 incest by their fathers, an additional 12 percent
 by other male family members, rising to a total of
 43 percent of all girls before they reach the age
 of 18."

 MacKinnon's unreferenced claim was probably based
 on a study of 930 women in San Francisco, which was
 conducted by the extremely political Diana Russell.
 Russell found that 16 percent claimed to have been
 sexually abused by a relative before the age of
 eighteen: 4.5 percent by their fathers.  Making a
 leap of math, she claimed that 160,000 women per
 million - 16 percent or 19 million - may well have
 been sexually abused as children.  Such wording
 protected her from contradiction.

 Why don't 16 percent of women remember a childhood
 rape?  As Isaac explains, "The theory of
 'repressed memory' provided the answer."  The
 trauma of molestation had driven the memory of it
 so deeply into women's subconscious that they
 required special guidance to reconstruct the abuse
 by fathers, brothers and uncles.

 With no training or expertise, Ellen Bass and
 Laura Davis wrote the best seller, *The Courage to
 Heal: A Guide for Women Survivors of Child Sexual
 Abuse*.  They asked every woman to confront the
 possibility that she had been raped as a child.
 Through therapy that included such tools as dream
 analysis and guided imagery, women began to
 "recover" their memories in droves.  The fad of
 Recovered Memory Syndrome is largely responsible
 for creating the belief that sexual molestation,
 especially by fathers, is epidemic.

 The syndrome is now being debunked as a sham.  But
 not before it spurred on the astounding growth of
 the Child Abuse Industry.  These are the people -
 therapists, social workers, lawyers, researchers,
 feminists, foster care providers, doctors, etc.,
 whose incomes revolve around the issue of child
 abuse.

 Child abuse ... must be separated from political
 agendas and bloated bureaucracy.  It is families
 that offer children the greatest protection from
 both.

 -------------------------------------------------




 Academic articles of interest:
 -------------------------------------------------

 From BoyChat:

 Ask gay-identified males whether they had any
 sexual relations with any men while they were 17
 or younger, and you're probably going to get 20 to
 30 percent saying yes.  Read any anthology from
 gay men's autobiographies -- many of them are on
 the market in your local bookstore -- and a
 percentage of those too will speak about seeking
 out sexual relations with men when they were boys.

 As though researchers in psychology hadn't
 convincingly made the case that man-boy sex
 doesn't necessarily turn boys into zombies, here
 it is again using what's bound to be another
 interesting case in how the media reacts.  This
 time, the sampling frame is of gay college
 students who would have had these relations during
 the early 1990s in the US.  Aside from the
 sampling frame, this data has another unique
 feature: it is rich in taboo anecdotal
 recollections of themselves at 12-17 years old and
 lusting after their teachers, the mailman and
 whoever else.

 This research puts out in front what all other
 research into the lives of gay men has detailed
 before -- taking it out from the middle pages, as
 it were, and placing it in the spotlight -- giving
 it the time that it deserves.

 The Archives of Sexual Behavior is primarily for
 psychologists and psychiatrists, and has in the
 past contained several other articles on similar
 topics.

 See the abstract below for more info:

 _Gay and bisexual adolescent boys' sexual
 experiences with men: An empirical examination of
 psychological correlates in a nonclinical sample._

 Rind, B.  Archives of Sexual-Behavior.  2001 Aug;
 Vol 30(4): 345-368.

 "Over the last quarter century the incest model,
 with its image of helpless victims exploited and
 traumatized by powerful perpetrators, has come to
 dominate perceptions of virtually all forms of
 adult-minor sex.  Thus, even willing sexual
 relations between gay or bisexual adolescent boys
 and adult men, which differ from father-daughter
 incest in many important ways, are generally seen
 by the lay public and professionals as
 traumatizing and psychologically injurious.  This
 study assessed this common perception by examining
 a nonclinical, mostly college sample of gay and
 bisexual men.  Of the 129 men (aged 17-25 yrs) in
 the study, 26 were identified as having had
 age-discrepant sexual relations (ADSRs) as
 adolescents between 12 and 17 yrs of age with
 adult males.  Men with ADSR experiences were as
 well adjusted as controls in terms of self-esteem
 and having achieved a positive sexual identity.
 Reactions to the ADSRs were predominantly
 positive, and most ADSRs were willingly engaged
 in.  Younger adolescents were just as willing and
 reacted at least as positively as older
 adolescents.  Data on sexual identity development
 indicated that ADSRs played no role in creating
 same-sex sexual interests, contrary to the
 "seduction" hypothesis.  Findings were
 inconsistent with the incest model."

 --

 Journal of Experimental Psychology: Applied March
 2001, Vol.  7, No.  1, 27-50 American
 Psychological Association

 _Children's Eyewitness Reports After Exposure to
 Misinformation From Parents_

 Debra Ann Poole (Department of Psychology, Central
 Michigan University) / D. Stephen Lindsay (Department
 of Psychology, University of Victoria)

 "This study examined how misleading suggestions
 from parents influenced children's eyewitness
 reports.  Children (3 to 8 years old) participated
 in science demonstrations, listened to their
 parents read a story that described experienced
 and nonexperienced events, and subsequently
 discussed the science experience in two follow-up
 interviews.  Many children described fictitious
 events in response to open-ended prompts, and
 there were no age differences in suggestibility
 during this phase of the interview.  Accuracy
 declined markedly in response to direct questions,
 especially for the younger children.  Although the
 older children retracted many of their false
 reports after receiving source-monitoring
 instructions, the younger children did not.  Path
 analyses indicated that acquiescence, free recall,
 and source monitoring all contribute to mediating
 patterns of suggestibility across age.  Results
 indicate that judgments about the accuracy of
 children's testimony must consider the possibility
 of exposure to misinformation prior to formal
 interviews."

 ------------------------------------------------------




 Books:
 ------------------------------------------------------

 _Sex scenes spark call for censorship of kids' books_

 5th August 2001

 Publication this autumn of an explicit book for
 young teenagers about the exploits of a
 promiscuous young girl has prompted calls for a
 national ratings system for children's fiction.

 The book, Lady, My Life as a Bitch, by the
 controversial author Melvin Burgess, tells the
 story of under age schoolgirl Sandra Francy, who
 on the eve of her GCSEs, is enjoying sex with a
 variety of boyfriends until one day she is
 magically turned into a stray dog.

 Set free of guilt by the sudden transformation,
 she continues to indulge herself with physical
 pleasures and decides in the end that perhaps it
 is better to be a 'bitch on heat' than a young
 girl.

 As early proof copies of Lady begin to circulate
 this week, the publishing industry is facing
 demand for a widespread system of censoring
 contentious books.  Already this year a number of
 the most established names in children's writing
 have chosen to focus on serious adult political
 issues.

 Burgess denies that the new book has been designed
 to shock.  Although it does depict casual sex as
 an everyday part of teenage life right from the
 first pages, he believes that teenagers already
 know about these issues and appreciate some
 straight talking.

 A spokesman for the Department of Media Culture
 and Sport said there were no plans to enforce a
 national ratings or censorship system, but the
 issue was "being looked at".  The only restraints
 on publishers are those that come under the
 Obscene Publications Act, which no longer applies
 to the written word.

 ------------------------------------------------------




 Book review:
 ------------------------------------------------------

 _Stealing Innocence: corporate culture's war on children_

 By Henry A Giroux.  Palgrave, 9.99

 Childhood is a social construction as well as a
 biological process.  Parents, increasingly backed
 up by the state, have always tended to raise
 children in the light of what they believe others
 will expect of them in later life, with such
 expectations varying according to family wealth
 and prevailing cultural and economic norms.

 These norms change over time, with religious and
 community influences less powerful today than they
 were a century ago.  But while childhood can never
 be culture-free, there will always be fierce
 individual quarrels with the prevailing culture at
 any time.

 Henry Giroux, professor of secondary education at
 Pennsylvania State University, argues that as his
 own country becomes inexorably more
 commercialised, the only type of citizenship its
 "national entertainment state" has to offer
 children is that of consumerism.

 He notes a familiar pattern that occurs whenever a
 conservative administration cuts taxes while
 running down welfare and support services for the
 disadvantaged.  Schools, taking the full brunt of
 the intensified poverty that results, and already
 over-worked and under-staffed, are then criticised
 for failing to provide a proper education to
 increasingly alienated pupils.  Time, therefore,
 to bring in the private sector to make a better
 job of running inner-city schools.

 Making the most of the opportunity for quick
 profits, private firms also set about putting
 their unique stamp on the education day.

 School notices and classroom displays in the US
 may now carry advertisements, and special deals
 are struck up, in one case involving the provision
 of free personal computers and internet access in
 exchange for the right to display on-screen
 advertising for at least four hours a day.

 Pupils who refuse to comply are promptly suspended
 or even expelled.  Giroux cites the case of two
 high-school students in Georgia who wore shirts
 bearing the Pepsi logo during an aerial
 photo-shoot of students dressed in red and white
 to form the "Coke" logo, at an event sponsored by
 Coca-Cola.

 Away from school, the author sees commercial
 forces filling the social vacuum left by absent
 parents and the decline of public values in other
 undesirable ways.

 ------------------------------------------------------
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 Movie and book notes




 UK:
 -----------------------------------------------------------

 _Child abuse convictions 'flawed'_

 22nd September 2001

 Claims that many men have been falsely convicted
 of child abuse are to be examined by MPs.  An
 all-party group is to investigate "flaws" in the
 way police and courts examine allegations of
 paedophilia.

 Claire Curtis-Thomas, Labour MP for Crosby, said a
 police investigation in Merseyside suggested
 different police forces applied different
 standards.

 "Maybe there is a discrepancy in how the
 authorities prosecute these cases or the rigour
 with which they prosecute."

 Her comments follow retrospective investigations
 into suspected abuse in care homes in Clwyd,
 Merseyside and Cheshire.

 By the end of last year there were more than 80
 separate children's home investigations in 32
 police forces.

 An organisation called FACT (Falsely Accused
 Carers and Teachers) was formed to represent the
 accused, some of whom had been "named and shamed"
 in local leafleting campaigns.

 -----------------------------------------------------------




 UK:
 -----------------------------------------------------------

 September 9th 2001

 _Child abuse compensation floodgates to be opened_

 ALLEGED victims of childhood sexual abuse are to
 be allowed to claim criminal injuries compensation
 under a one-year amnesty.

 Under current laws, those who claim they were
 victims of abuse can receive compensation only if
 a claim is lodged within three years.

 The amnesty, which comes into effect next April,
 will allow them to make fresh claims for
 compensation of up to 40,000 UKP.  It is part of
 new compensation legislation now before
 parliament.

 In many cases, victims claim they "did not
 realise" an offence had been committed until they
 "recovered" memories decades later.

 In a wide-ranging review of the criminal injuries
 compensation schemes, published in June 1999, Sir
 Kenneth Bloomfield, the victims commissioner,
 called for the time limit to be relaxed.

 The government has now accepted the recommendation
 in bringing forward new legislation.

 When the amnesty expires, the Compensation Agency
 will have the power to waive the time limit for
 any future claimants.

 -----------------------------------------------------------




 Science:
 -----------------------------------------------------------

 _Boys Starting Puberty Early, Study Finds_

 14th September 2001

 CHICAGO -- A new study suggests that boys in the
 United States, like girls, are entering puberty
 slightly earlier than previously thought, with
 blacks the most likely to develop the first signs
 by age 10.

 Early puberty may increase a boy's chances of
 developing testicular cancer later in life because
 it may mean longer exposure to sex hormones, said
 University of North Carolina researcher Marcia
 Herman-Giddens, the study's lead author.  If boys
 are truly maturing earlier, then sex education
 classes should begin earlier, she said.

 The study -- an analysis of a 1988-94 federally
 funded national health survey -- found the average
 age for developing pubic hair was 12 in white
 boys, 11.2 years in blacks and 12.3 years for
 Mexican-Americans.  That's up to half a year
 earlier than in earlier studies, Herman-Giddens
 said.

 But 21 percent of black youngsters studied had
 developed pubic hair between their 9th and 10th
 birthdays, compared with 4.3 percent of white boys
 and 3.3 percent of Mexican-Americans.

 The study also suggests that a significant number
 of boys as young as 8 in all three races had signs
 of genital development -- about three years
 earlier than previous estimates.

 On average, ages for the start of genital growth
 were 10 for white boys, 9.5 for blacks and 10.4
 for Mexican-Americans.

 The study appears in the September 2001 issue of
 _Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine_.
 Herman-Giddens' previous research, published four
 years ago, suggested that significant numbers of
 white and black girls begin to develop sexually by
 age 8.

 Potential reasons for earlier development include
 rising obesity rates, better nutrition, exposure
 to environmental chemicals that can mimic sex
 hormones and use of infant formula and other
 products containing soy, which also can mimic sex
 hormones, Herman-Giddens said.

 -----------------------------------------------------------





 Brass Eye, UK TV:
 -----------------------------------------------------------

 _Defiant Channel 4 to re-repeat 'Brass Eye'_

 9th September 2001

 Channel 4 is to screen a further repeat of the
 controversial Brass Eye spoof documentary on
 paedophilia.

 Barely a month after hundreds of viewers'
 complaints about broadcasting the maverick
 satirist Chris Morris's programme two nights
 running, station chiefs are planning to show it
 again.  Meanwhile, Talkback, the independent
 company which produced the show, is considering
 releasing it on video.

 The Brass Eye debate was re-ignited by last week's
 decision by television regulators to give the
 channel only mild reprimands.  The Independent
 Television Commission censured it for causing
 "exceptional and gratuitous offence" by not giving
 viewers adequate warning before the show, while
 the Broadcasting Standards Commission ruled that
 the programme had caused some people "genuine
 distress".

 But both watchdogs upheld the station's right to
 produce challenging shows, with the ITC demanding
 only an on-screen apology for its failure to give
 a clearer advance indication of Brass Eye's
 content.

 Mr Morris said yesterday that he had no particular
 desire to "chuck any more dirty oil on to the
 already ridiculous inferno that still surrounds
 this issue".  Channel 4 confirmed that it will
 transmit the programme again.

 The programme drew complaints even before it was
 shown as wild speculation mounted over its
 content.  While its broadcast drew a raft of
 complaints, anger intensified when the following
 day Channel 4 repeated the programme, which
 featured a succession of provocative though also
 absurd and, for many, hilarious scenes.

 The programme received 3,079 complaints, although
 2,056 viewers subsequently sent Channel 4 messages
 of support.

 It was also criticised by the Home Secretary David
 Blunkett, Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell and Child
 Protection Minister Beverley Hughes, who described
 it as "unspeakably sick" without having seen it.
 Now she can.

 --

 Leader article:

 _Ms Jowell, please engage your brain_

 September 9th 2001

 One of the most unappealing fixtures of British
 public life is the busybody brigade.  They've had
 a field-day since the transmission of an episode
 of Brass Eye by Channel 4 in July.  It was
 followed by an orchestrated complaints campaign.
 Now the Independent Television Commission and the
 Broadcasting Standards Commission have required
 the channel to broadcast an apology.  Channel 4
 has nothing to apologise for.  Brass Eye was
 transmitted late at night with transparent
 warnings that its content might cause offence.  As
 it happens, the programme itself was a clever, if
 uncomfortable, exploration of the ludicrous
 sexualisation of children and voyeuristic
 'condemnation' of paedophilia that exists
 throughout our society nowadays.  But opposition
 to this sort of heavy-handed interference should
 not be predicated only on high quality.

 The ITC and the BSC, whose senior figures are all
 jockeying for position in a proposed new
 'super-regulator' OFCOM, are not alone in having
 made themselves look ridiculous in a bid to
 impress with their toughness.  Politicians, too,
 have been exposed as foolish by this sorry
 episode.  Ministers David Blunkett, Beverley
 Hughes and Tessa Jowell all furiously condemned
 Brass Eye, some without having taken the
 elementary precaution of watching and listening to
 it first.  Her arrogant reaction has, in
 particular, seriously dented Ms Jowell's
 credibility as Culture and Media Secretary only
 weeks after taking up her new job.  We hope in
 future that she might consider engaging her brain
 before issuing inflammatory public denunciations.

 -----------------------------------------------------------



 Arts & Censorship:
 -----------------------------------------------------------

 Eastern Europe: Albania:

 _Protests over 'paedophile' photo_

 21st September 2001

 A photograph allegedly featuring nude children was
 removed from an art exhibition in Tirana yesterday
 after angry protests from citizens and pressure
 groups.  Bronwen Lewis, the director of Save the
 Children in Albania, said: "The photo is the work
 of a paedophile."

 -----------------------------------------------------------




 Movie note:
 -----------------------------------------------------------

 Sept 2001

 _L.I.E._

 "L.I.E." (which stands for Long Island Expressway) is,
 thankfully, not as ordinary as its title.

 This first film, directed by Michael Cuesta (who
 wrote the script with Stephen M.  Ryder), takes on
 a "transgressive" subject, a 14-year-old boy's
 relationship with a pedophile, and to its credit
 manages to avoid the smug self-satisfaction that
 has been the hallmark of American indie movies
 that have dealt with taboo subjects.

 It's always amusing when indie filmmakers talk
 about their wish to shock "normal" moviegoers with
 their daring and provocation without realizing
 that the people they dream of shocking don't go to
 indie movies.  The overwhelmingly liberal,
 affluent, educated and urban audiences who *do*
 turn out for indie movies take it as a matter of
 duty not to be shocked by what those pictures show
 them.  That would be a sign of the most bourgeois
 unhipness.

 Cuesta appears to feel no need for that type of
 self-congratulation.  His treatment of the
 material differs from the typical indie approach
 in several noticeable ways.  Though he doesn't
 particularly find any beauty in the Long Island
 suburbs where the film takes place, he doesn't,
 with the exception of a few ill-advised fisheye
 shots, present them as a strip-mall, cookie-cutter
 hell (in the manner of "Ghost World," "American
 Beauty" and anything by Todd Solondz).  And though
 his characters are disaffected suburban kids,
 they're not dead presences on screen.  His lead,
 Paul Franklin Dano, is a sensitive, expressive
 young actor who, you feel watching him, might be
 on the verge of doing some really fine work as his
 experience and instincts develop.

 The most distinctive thing about "L.I.E." is that
 Cuesta seems to genuinely understand what it means
 to suspend judgment.  I don't mean that he says
 pedophilia is OK, or that pedophiles are really
 nice, misunderstood people.  Rather, working with
 a subject that might understandably give any of us
 pause, he has found a way to get through revulsion
 and allow us to respond to Brian Cox's Big John
 Harrigan as a person -- one whose motives are
 never clear and always somewhat ominous, but still
 a person.

 [...]

 -----------------------------------------------------------





 Book note:
 -----------------------------------------------------------

 _Men in Wonderland: The Lost Girlhood of the Victorian Gentleman_

 Catherine Robson

 Cloth | 2001 | $29.95
 272 pp. | 6 x 9 | 10 halftones

 Fascination with little girls pervaded Victorian
 culture.  For many, girls represented the true
 essence of childhood or bygone times of innocence;
 but for middle-class men, especially writers, the
 interest ran much deeper.  In *Men in Wonderland*,
 Catherine Robson explores the ways in which
 various nineteenth-century British male authors
 constructed girlhood, and analyzes the nature of
 their investment in the figure of the girl.  In so
 doing, she reveals the link between the
 idealization of little girls and a widespread
 fantasy of male development -- a myth suggesting
 that men become masculine only after an initial
 feminine stage, lived out in the protective
 environment of the nursery.  Little girls, argues
 Robson, thus offer an adult male the best
 opportunity to reconnect with his own lost self.

  Tracing the beginnings of this myth in the
 writings of Romantics Wordsworth and De Quincey,
 Robson identifies the consolidation of this
 paradigm in numerous Victorian artifacts, ranging
 from literary works by Dickens and Barrett
 Browning, to paintings by Frith and Millais, to
 reports of the Royal Commission on Children's
 Employment.  She analyzes Ruskin and Carroll's
 "high noon" of girl worship and investigates the
 destruction of the fantasy in the closing decades
 of the century, when social concerns about the
 working girl sexualized the image of young
 females.

 _Men in Wonderland_ contributes to a growing
 interest in the nineteenth century's construction
 of childhood, sexuality, and masculinity, and
 illuminates their complex interconnections with a
 startlingly different light.  Not only does it
 complicate the narratives of pedophilic desire
 that are generally used to explain figures like
 Ruskin and Carroll, but it offers a new
 understanding of the Victorian era's obsession
 with loss, its rampant sentimentality, and its
 intense valorization of the little girl at the
 expense of mature femininity.

 _Catherine Robson_ is Assistant Professor of
 English at the University of California, Davis,
 where she specializes in nineteenth-century
 British literature and culture.  She is also a
 faculty member of the University of California
 Dickens Project.

 Reviews:

 "This wide-ranging, penetrating investigation
 contributes significantly to the areas of
 childhood and gender studies, and 19th century
 British social history."--*Library Journal* "[An]
 illuminating study of the relationships that
 existed between little girls and a whole synod of
 Victorian middle-class men....  What Robson
 detects in these men is less paedophilic desire
 and more a melancholy sense of something lost....
 Ruskin, Carroll, and their fellow enthusiasts,
 she contends, were chasing their own pasts..."
 -- Matthew Sweet, Independent on Sunday.

 Endorsements:

 "Catherine Robson offers an argument that is
 audacious, compelling, and new.  The cult of the
 girl is a topic that will attract attention.  By
 exploring 'girl worship' among various canonical
 authors across a long period, this book will
 appeal to a broad audience.  *Men in Wonderland*
 is a pleasure to read."  -- Pamela K.  Gilbert,
 University of Florida.

 "In this lively and provocative study, Catherine
 Robson deftly explores the work of masculine
 anxiety in shaping Victorian ideals of girlhood.
 With a wide range of incisive analysis, and a good
 deal of wry yet sympathetic wit, *Men in
 Wonderland* discovers a wealth of surprises in
 what might have seemed a familiar world.  This is
 essential reading for anyone interested in the
 history of gender and childhood in the nineteenth
 century."  -- James Eli Adams, Cornell University.

 _Table of Contents_

  List of Illustrations ix
  Acknowledgments xi

  INTRODUCTION

  CHAPTER ONE
  Of Prisons and Ungrown Girls: Wordsworth, De Quincey,
  and Constructions of the Lost Self of Childhood

  CHAPTER TWO The Ideal Girl in Industrial England

  CHAPTER THREE
  The Stones of Childhood: Ruskin's "Lost Jewels"

  CHAPTER FOUR
  Lewis Carroll and the Little Girl: The Art of Self-Effacement

  CHAPTER FIVE
  A "New 'Cry of the Children' ": Legislating Innocence in the 1880s

  APPENDIX
  Lewis Carroll's Letter to the St. James's Gazette, July 22, 1885

  Notes 199
  Works Cited 231
  Index 243

 -----------------------------------------------------------




 Book note, forthcoming:
 -----------------------------------------------------------

 Phillip Jenkins.
 _Beyond Tolerance: Child Pornography on the Internet_
 New York University Press, October 2001.
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